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Welcome to West Yas Academy, a leader in innovative and adaptive education for the 21st century.
Our students follow the renowned Massachusetts State Curriculum which offers a dynamic
and challenging approach to learning. Because we aren’t bound to an old-fashioned, restrictive
syllabus we are able to develop our content and pedagogy to match the needs and interests of our
students here, now and in the future.
We develop aptitudes and abilities in the usual broad range of disciplines but also specialise in
creative technologies such as Engineering Computing, Robotics, Electronics, and Art. Our students
learn calculus but also cookery, English but also entrepreneurship. The High School Diploma they
obtain is welcomed in universities around the world and the skills and attitudes they develop are
solid foundations for life.
Visit our superb facility, meet our outstanding international staff and talk to our happy students –
see and be the West Yas difference!

Steve Lewis

CEO &Principal, West Yas Academy
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Meet our Senior Leadership Team
Mr. Nelson brings more than twelve years of educational and leadership experience, with over seven years within the United
Arab Emirates. He maintains a Master of Arts qualification in Educational Leadership, accompanied by a plethora of pedagogical
expertise, blended across pastoral and curriculum leadership positions. Furthermore, he has taught and led curriculums across
the US and UK curricula, including Advanced Placement, GCSE, BTEC, and IB frameworks throughout his career to date.
Initially trained and qualified as a teacher in the United Kingdom, Mr. Nelson relocated to Dubai in 2015, where was appointed
as Head of Boys’ Physical Education at a large multi-cultural international school. During this time, his career progressed into
pastoral roles, becoming a Head of House, and leading pastoral initiatives to heighten students’ health, safety, and wellbeing within
the school.

Thomas Nelson

Principal of Secondary

In 2019, Mr. Nelson joined the team at West Yas Academy where he was appointed as the Dean of Students, leading structural
and policy change to improve student wellbeing and behaviour for learning reforms. He is passionate about developing students
holistically, equipping them with the skills required for students to flourish within a global society. As Head of the secondary school,
he is passionate about driving improvements and students’ achievements at West Yas Academy, in partnership with parents, staff,
and the wider school community to ensure a high-quality education is made available to every child at West Yas Academy.
Mrs. Melissa Patrick brings over 18 years of educational experience living and working in Abu Dhabi, UAE, including 11 years in
leadership positions. She is a PYP qualified Educator and has experience in the US, International Baccalaureate and Australian
Curriculum’s. Mrs. Patrick holds a Bachelor of Primary Education and a Master of Education Studies from Universities in Australia.
Mrs. Patrick has been married for 19 years and has 2 sons that are both in secondary school.

Melissa Patrick

Principal of Elementary
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This is Mrs. Patrick’s fifth year at West Yas Academy. Since joining the Academy in 2018, Mrs. Patrick has held several roles including
Head of Pastoral, Head of Department for grades 1-5 and Child Protection and Safeguarding Lead. As Elementary Principal, Mrs.
Patrick has been integral in developing the WYA house system and believes it provides a sense of family across the school developing
a sense of pride and belonging amongst the students. She advocates the West Yas Way which holds Respect Yourself, Respect
Others and Respect the Environment as guiding principles for staff and students inside and out of school.
Mrs. Patrick believes that leading change requires optimistic, flexible and empathetic leadership. She is a firm believer in the
empowerment of staff and uses a combination of distributive leadership and coaching to build strong relationships amongst the
community; students, teachers and parents.
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West Yas Way
A house system encourages students to work together as a community and
creates a family feels at West Yas Academy. The house system also provides
opportunities for support, a sense of belonging, rewards, and recognition.
The houses at West Yas Academy will incorporate students from all grades
and resemble the colors of the UAE flag; Emerald (Green), Onyx (Black), Ruby
(Red), and Diamond (White).
Students can receive house points from any member of the staff for a range
of reasons, such as demonstrating the West Yas Way values, competing in
house competitions, producing outstanding work, demonstrating high levels
of effort, showing good manners, helping their peers or a staff member, or
persevering with a particularly difficult task.
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Welcome from
the Parents Committee
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Parent Testimonials
West Yas Academy has provided a safe, comfortable and caring
environment for our children to learn and develop. The curriculum,
teachers and staff encourage independent as well as team
learning, while allowing the children to develop requisite life and
learning skills. Beyond the core education, the school environment,
extracurriculars and facilities allow the children to explore their
interests, to grow, become independent, and enjoy a happy school
life. West Yas Academy develops students for the future.
West Yas Academy felt like home from day one when we set foot on
its magnificent campus. Aldar Academies have successfully created
an amazing learning institution with a family atmosphere, where
our kids go every day to learn in a secure and caring environment,
meeting all their social and educational needs. Year after year, the
West Yas Academy teachers and staff display true professionalism,
creativity in learning, and personal care and attention to students
and parents alike. What more can you ask for?!
We have been at West Yas Academy for years, and from experience,
I can tell it is a great school. The curriculum and teachers are
excellent. There are many opportunities for West Yas Academy
students to be creative. Teachers support students to implement
their ideas and share them with others. Overall, West Yas Academy
is a safe learning environment.
I am very happy and satisfied about the school registration process.
Very friendly and welcoming staff, they are keen to help, replied
promptly and support remarkably.the child transition to new school.
Grateful for the admission team.
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Student Leadership
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Parents Testimonials
I am a new student in this school. I enrolled in term 2
and did not have any difficulties because of the outstanding
admission team who helped me through every step. My
experience with WYA has been really good.
Firstly they are very supportive. I met the PRE and the
admission team who were really nice. Then the teachers were
excellent and helped me to improve my skills and I have a lot
of fun learning. This is definitely the best American School in
Abu Dhabi.
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Parent Portal
A key part of communication at West Yas Academy occurs
through the Parent Portal. Use the following website to access
the portal: https://ppwyas.aldaracademies.com
Through the portal you will be able to:
• View attendance information.
• Send and receive messages with subject teachers.
• View your child’s assessment data.
• School calendar/events.
• Access your child’s termly report.

SMS AND EMAIL
We regularly communicate with parents via SMS
and email. Please ensure we always have your
preferred mobile number and email updated, so
that you do not miss any key information.
Homeroom/Classroom teachers, Heads of
Department, Heads of House and Administrative
staff will contact you via email to relay any
important information regarding progress, concerns
and general notices. Please ensure that you check
your emails on a weekly basis.
All staff will respond to any email received from
parents within a 24-hour window. (Monday to Friday
Is the expectation that Teachers will reply to email
over weekends and public holidays)
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Curriculum Information
At West Yas Academy we offer a US Common Core, Massachusetts State Curriculum,
which is the most highly regarded in the United States. The state of Massachusetts has
long established links with prestigious higher education institutions such as Harvard
University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). Consequently, our
curriculum places strong emphasis on science, technology and literacy across all
subjects.
There is also heavy emphasis on co-curricular pursuits that also foster well rounded
students. The Massachusetts Curriculum at West Yas is clearly structured, challenging
and effectively delivered by our wonderful team.
Students in the state Massachusetts have made the greatest gains in learning among
all 50 states from 2000 onwards. As a result, we are placed here in the UAE to use this
curriculum model in our context.

A L D A R

In order to ensure the school has accurate and up to date information and
to enable the school to meet the requirements for registration with the
Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) it is essential that you
provide the following documents:
u
u
u

u
u

u
u
u
u
u
u
u

u

Acceptance letter
Confirmation of payment slip
Student’s, father’s, and mother’s Emirates Identity Card
(EID front & back Side)
Student’s, father’s, and mother’s passport copy
Student’s, father’s, and mother’s residence visa
( (not applicable to UAE & GCC Nationals and diplomatics)
Student’s birth certificate
Student’s immunization record
Your address location proof–either ADDC (electricity) bill or Tawtheeq
Passport size photograph of student
Copy of 2 most recent school reports
Graduation requirements undertaking
Transfer certificate (applicable if current school is outside of
Abu Dhabi)
Essential registration forms:
Form 1: Parent security pass
Form 2: Student health record
Form 3: Consent medical issues
Form 4: Parental consent to administer emergency medication
Form 5: Learning support information
Form 6: Consent form for photography and images of children
Form 7: Consent form for use of photographic devices at school
events by parents
Form 8: ICT parents acceptable use agreement

For more information, please email:
admissions@westyasacademy.sch.ae

Parents/Guardian ID
Upon registering at Al West Yas Academy, each parent is required to fill out the
“Adult Identification Form” which our team then processes in order to create the
Adult ID card to allow you to safely access the school premises.

Parents Security Pass
Please note a maximum of 3 security passes can be issued per child. Additional and replacement
for lost cards will be subjected to 50 dhs fees. Please collect your Parents Security Pass from the
school receptionist.

STUDENT NAME

Guardian 1

YEAR GROUP

FORM

Insert Photograph

Relationship to Child
Mobile Number
Guardian 2

Insert Photograph

Relationship to Child
Mobile Number
Guardian 3

Insert Photograph

Relationship to Child
Mobile Number
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School Uniform
NAVY BLUE
CARDIGAN

NAVY BLUE
BLAZER
BOYS & GIRLS
GRADE 6-GRADE 10

R

M

S

GIRLS
PRE KG-GRADE 3

NAVY
TROUSER
BOYS & GIRLS
GRADE 6-GRADE 10

NAVY
SHORT SKIRT
GIRLS
GRADE 6-GRADE 10

NAVY
LONG SKIRT
GIRLS
GRADE 6-GRADE 10

DRESS
PRE KG & KG1

POLO T-SHIRT
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG - GRADE 5

KHAKI BERMUDA
SHORT
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG - GRADE 5

KHAKI SKORT GIRLS
KG2 - GRADE 5

U

N

I

F

O

V-NECK SWEATER
WITH PIPING
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG-GRADE 12

WHITE SHIRT
SHORT SLEEVE
BOYS & GIRLS
GRADE 6 - GRADE 10

WHITE SHIRT
LONG SLEEVE
BOYS & GIRLS
GRADE 6 - GRADE 10

P.E. T-SHIRT
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG-GRADE 12

H

O

O

L

TIE
BOYS & GIRLS
GRADE 6 - GRADE 10

S

C

LEGIONNAIRE
CAP
PRE KG-GRADE 1

P.E. T-SHIRT
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG-GRADE 12

P.E. SHORT
BOYS & GIRLS
PRE KG-GRADE 12

GFORCE P.E.
TRACK PANTS
BOTS & GIRLS

SWIMMING
BLACK
TRUNKS
RAMPERS
BOYS
GIRLS
PRE KG-YEAR 12 PRE KG-GRADE 5

BLACK
SWIMMING
COSTUME
PRE KG-GRADE 12

You can purchase items online at https://magrudy.com/uniforms/WEST-YAS-ACADEMY
Alternatively, you can visit Magrudy’s store at World Trade Centre Mall, or Al Forsan Mall.
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BASEBALL CAP
GRADE 2-GRADE 12

KHAKI PINAFORE
GIRLS
KG2 - GRADE 5
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Bus Information
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Emirates Transport

The buses we use have been inspected by the Department of Transportation
(DoT) and have been given approval to operate. As for the team they have
been given first aid, child protection and safety training.
If you would like to make use of the bus transportation service for your child,
please contact Emirates Transport at westyas@et.ae
The operator will then respond to collect information on your location and
payment preferences. You can also contact the bus coordinator on
050-7919356 for any more queries.
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School Supplies
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We provide stationary needed for the children to be able to access the
curriculum.

Darna Rewards
Darna Rewards Program is a free application available to parents and
enables them to earn points upon payment of tuition or for experiences and
purchases across Aldar and participating brands.” which can be redeemed
for future payments.
u
u

Parents need to register through the Darna Rewards application by
using the same e-mail provided to the school
The points accrued will be added to the parents account within 7 days.

School Day (Timings)
Monday to Thursday 7:30 – 14:45
Friday 7:30 – 12:00
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Bring Your Own Device
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We require that our students bring their own electronic device and charger (laptop
or tablet). As a school, we will educate our students on how to use devices,
software, and the internet securely, safely, and appropriately. This is our policy
which students must adhere to. We have a blended approach within our lessons
where teachers use books, journals, and online software’s to engage and educate
our students.
Please note that students bring their devices to school at their own risk and are
the school is not liable for any loss or damage.
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Nutrition/Catering
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Food Nation LLC. was established in 2016 to and the aim was to provide
nutritious, innovative food offerings bursting with flavor to schools across the
UAE. Food Nation uses only quality raw products and all products are made
from scratch, ingredients are non-processed, additive free and use healthy
fats over trans-fats that are found in many processed foods.
Food Nations, ‘Eat Bright’ programme creates products with specifically
targeted nutrients to improve academic performance; ensuring essential
nutrients, vitamins, minerals, proteins and healthy fats are included in our
meals. Use of clever food combining and alternative cooking techniques
results in delicious foods, packed with “hidden goodness”, which children
love.
Food served in our cafeterias, and menus are rotated on a three weekly basis
to ensure variety and a balanced nutritious programme. Payment can be
made via payment cards or online.

Online Education
Platforms
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u

Seesaw

u

Bravo Bravo

u

Exact Path

u

Thinkwave

u

Quizizz
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Payment Information
Bank Name: Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank
Bank Branch: Abu Dhabi Main Branch
Account Name: Aldar Academies-West Yas S.LLC-BR 6
Account Number: 10482902020007
IBAN: AE180030010482902020007
Swift Code: ADCBAEAA
Bank Transfer – Please reference your Account Code and School invoice
number in the description and forward a copy of your confirmation to
finance@westyasacademy.sch.ae

ADEK Rating
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School Fees
Cashless Payment Options

School fees can be paid to West Yas Bank Account via online bank transfer,
cheque or direct deposit at the bank.
Dear Parents

We are writing to notify you about a change in the school’s policy regarding tuition fee payments.
To help collect payments in an efficient and streamlined manner and provide convenience to both
yourselves and our school teams, we will no longer be accepting any cash transactions for your
child’s school fees.
Below are the payment options now available to you:
•

Bank Transfer - Please include the Student Codes and Invoice References in the payment
description fields and please send an email confirmation of the payment to the school’s
finance email address.

•

Cheques - Please put these in a sealed envelope with the Student Codes and Invoice
References on the reverse of the cheque and submit it via the dedicated drop box placed at
the school premises. Upon clearance of the cheque, a receipt will be issued to the registered
email address within 3 working days.

•

‘Payit’ mobile phone application – the UAE’s first all-in-one digital wallet by First Abu Dhabi
Bank (FAB) and available for download for free on iOS and Android devices.

The school will not be able to accept credit or debit card transactions.
We believe this change will benefit how our schools operate more efficiently to serve you and help
reduce the need for handling or transporting cash.
For ease, invoices will be shared to your registered email address and will be available on the
parent portal. We would kindly ask that fees are paid by the due date mentioned on the invoice.

Good

We are here to help you however we can, so if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the school’s finance team.
Kind Regards
Aldar Education – Finance
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Drop off - Pick up
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Each Grade level have thier gate, all the gates instructions are shared to
parents with welcome pack.

Classes / Grade

Arrival Gate

Dismissal Gate

Pre-KG

E

E

KG1&KG2

A

A

G1,G2

A

E

G3-G5

B

B

G6– G12

C

C

Key Contacts
registrar@westyasacademy.sch.ae
reception@westyasacademy.sch.ae
Administration related inquiry please send email to
admissions@westyasacademy.sch.ae
Finance Inquiries please send email to
finance@westyasacademy.sch.ae
Parent Relations, concerns, communications please contact
pre@westyasacademy.sch.ae
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